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Below are the Governor’s final actions on bills amending the PRA sent to him by the Legislature in late 
August and early September.   
 
Informational Items       Governor’s actions  on enrolled PRA bills  
Bill No.     Author          Title                       Introduced/Amended 
 
AB 739   Nation             Local issue advocacy disclosure                                                     A-05/01/05 
Requires reporting within 48 hours of any expenditures of $10,000 or more made within 45-days of an 
election for a communication that clearly identifies, but does not expressly advocate, the election or 
defeat of a candidate for elective local office.     Vetoed by the Governor.   
 
Governor’s veto message:  I am returning Assembly Bill 739 without my signature. I support requiring disclosure 
of payments made for issue advocacy communications made close to an election at the local level. Unfortunately, 
this bill sets a much lower threshold for local candidates than state candidates. This arbitrary, 'one-size-fits-all' 
disclosure threshold may or may not be appropriate in some local jurisdictions. For example the Mayor of one of 
California top cities represents more constituents than a member State Assembly. An issue advocacy campaigns 
in the Mayor's race would be required to report $10,000 of issue advocacy expenditures, but could spend up to 
$50,000 before reporting in the Assembly race. I encourage local governments to consider establishing campaign 
disclosure rules in this area. I will work with the Legislature to establish reporting rules for issue advocacy 
communications that ensure adequate disclosure in both state and local elections. 
 
AB 938  Umberg            Campaign expenditure disclosures                                               A-06/01/05 
Requires electronic filers to report contributions and independent expenditures of $10,000 or more to 
support or oppose the qualification or passage of a ballot measure, and to disclose donors of $1,000 or 
more to the committee since the last semi-annual filing.  The report must be filed in the jurisdiction in 
which the measure is being voted on.  Vetoed by the Governor. 
 
Governor’s veto message:  To the Members of the California State Assembly: I am returning Assembly Bill 938 
without my signature. I support requiring a general purpose committee that makes contributions to other 
committees that support or oppose the qualification of a ballot measure, to disclose those contributions within 10 
business days. In fact, my general purpose committee that helped qualify Propositions 74, 76 and 77 voluntarily 
complied with the online reporting rules found in Government Code section 85309. This bill sets a higher 
threshold, $10,000 rather than $5,000, for disclosure than in existing law. This adds further confusion to existing 
reporting laws. I will work with the Legislature upon its return in January to close this loophole, streamline 
reporting, and get more on-line disclosure for campaign contributions.  
 
SB 8   Soto         Local post-governmental employment restrictions                A-03/30/05 
Extends the one-year post-governmental employment restrictions currently applicable to state public 
officials to local elected officials, county chief administrative officers, city managers or administrators, 
and special district general managers or chief administrators.  Signed by the Governor, Chapter 680, 
Statutes of 2005. 
 


